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North Carolina Wind Tun nel to Get Flight Chamber

An out door wind tun nel in North
Carolina will soon be mod i fied to make it
more ap peal ing to skydivers.

The tun nel at the Ap pa la chian Amuse -
ment Cen ter in Waynesville, N.C., fea tures
an airstream that is nearly 13 feet in di am e -
ter and ca pa ble of ve loc i ties of well over 150 
mph, re ports owner Chris Landon.

The fa cil ity in west ern North Carolina
opened about three years ago (SKYDIVING

#284). But it has at tracted rel a tively few
skydivers, Landon said. He be lieves ex pe ri -
enced skydivers pre fer en closed tun nels
such as those built by SkyVenture.

“Ap par ently skydivers feel they need to

The Golden Knights 4-way team in the tunnel.

The Golden Knights fly a 2-way piece, as another team member stands outside the air column. The
flying area is covered with a different colored net. Bleachers (foreground) look down on the flying
area.

The tunnel outlet sits below the safety net.

The wind tunnel facility at Waynesville. The flying area is on the left. The top of the tunnel outlet is
below the deck.

be in a tube be cause they don’t have the skill
to main tain po si tion,” he said.

Skydivers seem to like tun nels with
walled “flight cham bers” and they seem to
par tic u larly like those where the airstream is 
strong all the way to the walls of the cham -
ber.

With out the help of walls of some sort, a
ma neu ver ing per son runs the risk of slid ing
out of the airstream and fall ing sev eral feet
onto what ever lies be low him, typ i cally a net 
or pads.

“It’s funny,” Landon added. “We never
fall out. Tun nel rats don’t fall out. But I un -
der stand 4-way teams must have very close
eye con tact and may not have the time to pay 
at ten tion to their po si tion in the wind.”
Landon has 14 freefall skydives.

Landon’s com pany is build ing a large
“tube” that can be quickly po si tioned over
the air out let in the ex panse of net ting that
serves as the floor of the ma chine. The tube
will in stantly cre ate a con fined flight cham -

ber that skydivers seem to pre fer.
He did n’t say what the tube will be made

of or ex actly when it will be put to use.
Af ter nearly three years of con tin u ous

use, the wind tun nel will be closed for main -
te nance dur ing Jan u ary and Feb ru ary,
Landon said.

The tower has power to spare. When the
Golden Knights 4-way team vis ited the fa -
cil ity in 2005, it pre ferred a power set ting

that was only 65% of the max i mum avail -
able.

The Ap pa la chian Amuse ment Cen ter is
lo cated in far west ern North Carolina on the
south east edge of the Great Smokey Moun -
tains Na tional Park. The near est larger city
is prob a bly Knox ville, Tenn., which is about 
50 miles to the north west. Asheville, S.C., is
about 20 miles to the east. q

Tristan Green (left) and Sean Macormac run through a freestyle dive re cently at Skydive DeLand in
Florida. Pho to graph by Edson Pacheco.

Freestylists Practice in Florida




